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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, SF, SHUM 

SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON JUSTICE 

1 . SOUTH AFRICAN PARLIAMENT BEGAN WIDE-RANGING AND OFTEN 
HEATED DEBATE ON JUSTICE AFTERNOON OF JUNE 6. DEBATE WAS 
CHARACTERIZED BY SHARP CLASHES BETWEEN JUSTICE MINISTER 
JIMMY KRUGER AND OPPOSITION MEMBERS, NOTABLY HELEN SUZMAN 
(PRP), AND HARLAND BELL AND HYMIE MILLER (UP). SPEECHES 
REVEALED NUMBER OF DETAILS ON IMPRISONMENT AND BANNINGS. 

2. HELEN SUZMAN GAVE SPEECH MOST CRITICAL OF SAG, ACCUSING 
KRUGER OF "HAVING A FIELD DAY" AND OF BANNING PEOPLE "LEFT, 

RIGHT, AND CENTER." SHE PARTICULARLY CRITICIZED DETENTIONS 
WITHOUT CHARGES UNDER TERRORISM ACT, AND QUOTED INSTITUTE 
OF RACE RELATIONS' ESTIMATE THAT 471 PERSONS HAD BEEN 

HELD BY END OF MARCH 1977. OF THOSE STILL IN DETENTION 
(NUMBER UNKNOWN), SHE SAID, 33 HAVE BEEN HELD FOR OVER A YEAR, 
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29 FOR 9 TO 12 MONTHS, AND 1 15 FOR SIX TO NINE MONTHS. 

SUZMAN CITED CASE OF TIMBANI PHANTSI, WHO WAS HELD FOR 513 
DAYS AND THEN RELEASED WITHOUT CHARGES. SHE ALSO CONTRA- 
DICTED KRUGER STATEMENT THAT TERRORISM ACT NOT USED ON 
CHILDREN UNDER 16, CITING CASE OF 86 SCHOOL PUPILS FROM 
KAGISO, KRUGERSDORP, DETAINED UNDER LEGISLATION. OF THESE, 

53 WERE UNDER 18, 16 WERE 15-YEAR OLDS, 5 WERE 14 YEAR-OLDS, 
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5 WERE 13 YEAR-OLDS, ONE WAS TWELVE AND ONE WAS TEN. ALL 
HAVE SINCE BEEN RELEASED. SUZMAN SAID "SCORES" OF CHILDREN 
HAD BEEN DETAINED UNDER SECTION SIX OF ACT, KEPT IN 
SOLITARY CONFINEMENT FOR UP TO FIVE MONTHS, AND EVENTUALLY 
CHARGED WITH MINOR OFFENSES. APPROXIMATELY 80 PERCENT 
OF THOSE WITH LEGAL REPRESENTATION HAD BEEN ACQUITTED. 

ON BANNINGS, SUZMAN SAID THAT AT LAST COUNT THERE WERE 
162 PEOPLE ON LIST OF BANNED PERSONS, OF WHOM 136 WERE 
STILL IN SOUTH AFRICA. THESE INCLUDED 29 PERSONS 
CONNECTED WITH BLACK LABOR ORGANIZATIONS BANNED SINCE 
LAST NOVEMBER. HYMIE MILLER MADE MANY OF SAME POINTS 
IN LESS CONTENTIOUS MANNER, AND ADDED ISSUE OF DEATHS 
IN DETENTION, SAYING THAT INQUEST RESULTS IN CASES OF 
SEVEN OUT OF TWELVE SECURITY DETAINEE DEATHS SINCE 
JANUARY HAD NOT BEEN MADE PUBLIC. HARLAND BELL CALLED 
FOR COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO CONDITIONS OF DETAINEES 
AND SUICIDES IN PRISONS. 

3. KRUGER REJECTED OPPOSITION CRITICISM AND GAVE 
FAMILIAR DEFENSE OF NEED FOR STERN ACTION IN FACT OF 
THREAT TO SECURITY OF STATE. DEFENDING ARRESTS OF JUVENILES, 
HE SAID THAT BLACKS UNDER THE AGE OF 18 HAD BEEN RESPONSIBLE 
FOR SOME OF "MOST ATROCIOUS DEEDS IMAGINABLE" DURING 
LAST YEAR'S UNREST. OTHER NATIONAL PARTY SPEAKERS 
SUPPORTED KRUGER. H.J.D. VAN DER WALT CALLED FOR 
SECURITY LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD MAKE "ECONOMIC SABOTAGE" 
A CRIME AGAINST STATE SECURITY, AND SAID THE "LIBERALISTS" 

AS WELL AS COMMUNISTS SHOULD BE REGARDED AS A THREAT TO 
STATE SECURITY. HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT A SINGLE ACT SHOULD 
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BE DRAFTED TO CONSOLIDATE ALL EXISTING SECURITY LEGISLATION, 
A PROPOSAL FOR WHICH KRUGER LATER EXPRESSED HIS SUPPORT. 
BOWDLER 
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